
A veteran is someone who, at one point in 

one's life, wrote a blank check made payable to 

"The Uni'ted States of America", for an amount 

of "up to and including my Ufe." That is honor, 

and there are way too many people in this 

Country who no longer understand it 

Author Unknown 

A Prayer for the Military 

Lord, guard and guide the men who fly 

And those who on the ocean ply; 

Be with our troops upon the land, 

And all who for their country stand: 

Be with these guardians day and night 

And may their trust be in thy might. 

- Author Unknown 
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REMEMBER 

It was the Veteran, not the reporter, 
who has given us freedom of the press. 

It was the Veteran, not the poet, 
who has given us freedom of speech. 

It was the Veteran, not the lawyer, 
who has given us the right to a fair trial. 

It was the Veteran, not the campus or anizer, 
who gave us the right to demons · ra 

It is the Veteran who salutes the 
Whose coffin is draped by the flag. 

Who allows the protester to burn the flag. 

Father Dennis O'Brien, USMC 

,\ 



Veterans as a Percent of Total Population - FY 2016 

By County 

By State 

Sources: U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs; U.S. Census Bureau, 2016 Population Estimates; LSA calculations 
LSA Staff Contact: Kent Ohms (515.725.2200) kenneth.ohms@legis.iowa.gov 
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~ Derek'Van'Quackenbush 
Jan. 25, 2015 

VALLEY CENTER, Calif. - Derek "Van" Quacken
bush, 93, of Valley Center, Calif., passed away peace
fully on Jan. 25, 2015, at Palomar Medical Center, Es
,---:::;~•:--7 condido, Calif., after a brief illness, 

with his wife Marge and daughter 
Ann by his side. 

Van was the former owner and 
publisher of the Warsaw Bulle-
tin, Hamilton Pilot, and Hancock 
County Journal Pilot newspapers. 

Born in Minneapolis, Van at
tended Culver Military Academy in 
Indiana and received his bachelor's 

.___ _____ ___, degree from Dartmouth College. 

He served in Italy with the 15th Air Force during 
World War II, and went on to use the G.I. Bill to get a 
second degree in journalism from the University of 
Missouri. 

In 1949, he became editor of The Warsaw Bulletin, 
Warsaw, ill., and owner in 1950. One of his advertising , 
accounts was the Peoples Store next door, where he 
met and married the owner, Marjorie Bott. 

Deciding to go west, he sold the Warsaw Bulletin 
· and moved to Del Mar, Calif., with his wife and two 
daughters. There, he founded the Del Mar Surfcomb
er. He went on to own the Poway News-Chieftain in 
Poway, Calif. 

Van and his family moved back to Hamilton, l!t.., 
in 1968, founding the Hamilton Pilot and acquiring 
the Hancock County Journal in Carthage, ill., and 
combining them as the Hancock County Journal
Pilot in 1970, with Van as publisher and Marge in 
charge of advertising. He also owned the smaller 
Bowen Chronicle newspaper. One of his many local 
contributions was promoting construction of the new 
Hamilton-Keokuk bridge which replaced the former 
100-year-old structure spanning the mile-wide Mis
sissippi River. After putting the papers "to bed" each 
week, he enjoyed riding his bike home along the 
scenic River Road and sailing his 26-foot cabin cruiser 
with his family. 

After selling the newspapers, Van and his family 
moved back to California, and in 1974, started The 
Valley Center Roadrunner, which he and Marge pub
lished until retiring in 1990. Through his newspaper 
career he has owned 10 newspapers in various states 
including Minnesota, illinois and California. 

Van was a'member of Rotary in Valley Center 
and served on the Chamber of Commerce board for 
17 years. He enjoyed his family and friends, and for 
many years, playing the piano, golf and bridge, play
ing saxophone in a combo band and attending local 
community events. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Van and 
Hazel Quackenbush of Valley Center. 

He is survived by his sister, Diane Quackenbush of 
Bloomington, Minn.; his wife, Marjorie; daughters, 
Susan (Jerry) Metternich of Hamilton and Ann (Kim} 
Kunde of Valley Center; grandchildren, Molly 1illd 
Matthew Metternich of Hamilton and Brandon and 
Ryan Strausbaugh of Valley Center; and a great
grandson, Brayden Bowman of Hamilton. 

memorial service will be at 2 p.m. unday, Feb. 
22, at Valley Center Cemetery, with the Rev. Jay 
Littlefield of Sheridan, Wyo., officiating. 

Memorials are requested to McNamara's Band in 
Keokuk to establish a scholarship in his name. Memo
rials can be mailed to McNamara's Band, 11 N. Sixth 
St., Keokuk, IA 52632. 

DGC 
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Hancock Co. Journal-Pilot founder 
dies at 93 

IT ZACH SHORT 
MVM News Network 

Some Hancock CountYi 
Journal-Pilot readers 
might remember pick
ing up their newspaper 
each week and looking 
for the top headline on 
the front page beneath 
the masthead of the 
Hancock County, Ill., 
Journal. 

"Pilot" was added 
to the name in Janu
ary 1974, and it has 
remained that way ever 
since. 

Van Quackenbush, 
owner of the Hamilton, 
Ill., Pildt, purchased 
the Hancock County 
Journal as well as the 
smaller Bowen, Ill., 
Chronicle in 1970. 

Aft~r a merger of the 
Hancock Journal and 
the Hamilton Pilot was 
completed in the fall of 
1973, residents were in
troduced to the Hancock . 
County Journal-Pilot. 

Quackenbush, 93, died 
Jan. 25 in California, 

followipg a brief illness. 
He received a bach-

COURTESY 

The late Van Quackenbush (right) met his wife 
Marjorie while operating the Warsaw Bulletin. 

.. 

elor's degree in Span
ish from Dartmouth 
College before serving 
his country in Italy 
with the 15th Air Force 
division in World War 
II. His service led to a 
second degree and a 
new career. 

Quackenbush used his 
G.I. Bill to attend the 
University of Missouri, 
earning a bachelor's de
gree in journalism. He 
used his expertise and 
position to champion 
causes in Minnesota, Il
linois and California. 

After beginning a 
paper in his home state 
of Minnesota, Quacken
bush settled in Illinois 
for the first time in 1949 
when he became editor 
of The Warsaw, Ill., Bul
letin. He purchased the 
newspaper in 1950, and 
operated it for 11 years. 

It was there that he 
met Marjorie Bott, who 
ran a business next 
door that advertised in 
the Bulletin. They were 
married a short time 
later, and Marjorie took 
over advertising sales 
and business operations 
while Quackenbush con
tinued to use his edito
rial prowess in several 
places. 

Quackenbush, his 
wife and their two 
daughters moved to 
California, where he 

COURTESY 

Van Quackenbush was responsible for merging 
the Hancock County Journal ·and the Hamilton 
Pilot into the Hancock County Journal-Pilot. 

founded the Del Mar 
Surfcomber. After sell
ing the Surfcomber, 
Ql(ickenbush bought 
half interest in another 
California paper before 
taking a brief stint as a 
journalism instructor at 
Palomar College in San 
Marcos, Calif. 

He and his family 
moved back to Illinois 
in 1968 and purchased 
the 79-year-old Hamilton 
Press. Quackenbush re
named it The Hamilton 
Pilot and moved it to 908 
Broadway. 

He was active in 
numerous clubs and 
organizations, including 
Kiwanis. 

He also participated 
in civic development, 
from new sidewalks 
to the construction of 
the Hamilton-Keokuk 
bridge. Quackenbush 
served on the Hamil
ton Bridge Committee, 
helping secure funding 
and support for the new 
struct~ - --

Quackenbush enjoyed 
boating on the Missis
sippi River. He and his 
family would spend 
their leisure time on his 
26-foot boat and sail to 
Hannibal, Mo. 

In March 197 4, 
Quackenbush sold 
the Journal-Pilot and 
moved his family back 
to California, where 
he began several other 
newspaper businesses 
before retiring in Valley 
Center, Calif., in 1990. 

For a man who en
joyed being in his boat 
on the river that bor
ders Hancock County, 
fought in World War 
II with the Air Force 
and made·newspapers 
his life1s work all over 
the country, the word 
"Pilot" is a fitting legacy 
to have. 

Hancock County Journal-Pilot 
Managing Editor Zach Short can be 
emailed at edttor@journalpilot.com. 



.. 

DGC. J. lf·/9!! 

--



Lee County Soldier's Relief Commis&ion 
ARMED FORCES GRAVES REGISTRATION RECORD 

Record File No. _____________ __ _____ War Served In ____ Q!y_j.J _________________________ _ 
Name of Deceased ____ Q.Wh:ct~~:g _______ ][UJ.J.~1JL fl_• _____________________ -- ----------

(MIDDLE) 
(LAST) 

Last Address ------------------------------------------------------------------------
Age Near est Birthday ______ -______________ Race ------- -------------------------------

Place of Death ____ _KtiJ;gp_i_~~Q,.!1 __ ]&~~13~~-------------- Date __ t~-~_!_? __ 3=_~!8 ___________ _ 

Place of Burial --------~-e-~~::1-~--!~------------------- Date--------------------------
c1TY 

Name of Cemetery _______________ Q§..kl~D.9-. __ -~-Ql-9S}X _N ____ ----- ---- ------ -- -- ----- -
LOCATED IN CITY OR TWP. 

Father of Deceased------------------------------------------------------------------

Mother of Deceased-------------------------- - ------------------------- ----------- - --
Wi fe or Hus bandM?-_r__y _ ~'1_1:!~ _ g._i_~<L -b-J!...t:. _? _? __ !~}._Q ___________________________ ---- _____ _ 

Other Blood Relatives -------------------- --~----------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Member of Club or Vets. Organization __ '.r~J:.1-:~P_C_~_p9_s_t_.9-.AfL _______________________ _ 

Deceased Vetra~'s Service Record - (other side) 

VETERAN'S SERVICE RECORD 

Rank Pvt Serial No. 

Date of Birth Apr 16 1842 Place Ca.mbrige Ind 

Date of Enlistment July 12 1861 

Place of Enlistment Burlington Ia 

Date of Discharge • July 23 1864 

Place · of Discharge Chattanooga Tenn 

Branch of Service 

Organization Served With Co D 7th Ia Inf. 

Type of Discharge 

Funeral Director 

Remarks 

Registered by Date 

.-
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~ Kevin Brent Queen 
Nov. 4, 1956 - June 12, 2020 

KEOKUK - Kevin Brent Queen, 63, of 
Keokuk, passed away Friday, June 12, 2020, at 
Montebello HealthCare Center in Hamilton, Ill. 

Kevin was born Nov. 4, 1956, in Keokuk, the 
son of Robert W. and Martha 
(Hatch) Queen. 

He graduated from Keokuk 
High School and received his 
gunsmithing certificate from 
Southeast Community College 
in Keokuk. 

Kevin was married to Audrey 
Queen for 34 years. They were 
later divorced. 

A lifelong resident of Keokuk, 
Kevin was employed as a school bus driver for 
30 years, until his retirement in 2018. He loved 
all the children he transported, no matter how 
mischievous they were. Kevin proudly served 
his country in the U.S. National Guard, serving 
overseas in Germany and during Operation 
Desert Storm. While he was deployed, many of 
the children he drove would send him letters, 
all of which he kept. In his free time, Kevin 
enjoyed everything the great outdoors had to . 
offer. He could often be found fi hing, hunting 
squirrels, pheasants and racoons, trap shooting 
at the Keokuk Yacht Club, or shooting pool with 
his friends. He had several unique hobbies, 
including gunsmithing, racing stock cars and 
panning for gold in Alaska. Kevin was a proud 
member of the NRA and the Lake Cooper 
Anglers Association in Fort Madison. 

Kevin is survived by his daughter Tiffany 
Marliere of Keokuk; his mother Martha Queen 
of Keokuk; two brothers, Terry (Sheila) Queen 
of Hamilton, and Alan (Vicky) Queen of Keokuk; 
three grandchildren, Brent Atterberg, Ace 
Marliere and Jacey Marliere, all of Keokuk; 
three step-grandchildren, Camarea Freeman, 
J aszmon Perez and Doenada Perez; and 
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Kevin 
is also survived by his best friend and constant 
companion, his dog Gen. • 

Kevin was preceded in death by his father 
, Robert W. Queen. 

Kevin's life will be celebrated with a funeral 
service at 11 a.m. on Thursday, June 18, at 
DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home at 917 
Blondeau St., with the Rev. David Turner 
officiating. Burial will follow at Oakland 
Cemetery in Keokuk. 

Visitation will be at the funeral home on 
Wednesday, June 17, from noon to 8 p.m., with 
family meeting friends from 5-8 p.m. 

Memorials may be directed to the Kevin Queen 
Memorial Scholarship. 

Tributes and condolences may be left at www. 
dejongsfuneralhome.com. 

DeJong-Greaves-Printy Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. 

.. 



Robert Queen · 
· Nov. 4, 1924 - Jan. 3, 1999 

Robert Queen, 74, of 910 Johnson • Street Rd., 
Keokuk, -died on Sunday, Jan. · 3, 1999, at ·his 
home. 

He was born,on Nov. 
4, 1924; in Gould, OW.a.; 
the sonfof·Robert Behl " ,°1t. ' :. *l •,: ~ _' ;,.:r -,' 

ton and-Viola Sm.itlit 
Queen:;.,,. 1iei' 1":m:ar:Hetf'•\ 
Martha, Lueille Hatch 
on· Nox. 19; _ 19!'>4, in 
Harriilf.9}l, ·· m. · She .. sur-
vives. . . . 

Addit}onaj.. survivors . 
inchid~: three ·sons, · 
Terry 'Queell, Kevin 
Qtie.en and.Alan· Q.ueen1 ' 
all df KMkulc;~a daugh
ter, W:anda · Wayhe of 
Dayton, 'Te*a:s;, fqur 
broth~i:s, Eldonr Queen of Quinton, Texas, Lloyd 
Qu~eJ.1;,. F1loyf .. Qlteey, ~d O.R Queen, all ·. of 
DeKalb,'11exas: a sister,,LaNelle Bradshaw of Abi
len~,-Te~its; e,ight griirtdc~ildreri, Travis Queen, 
Je:r,en{y; Que.,en; •Nicholas Queen, Tracy Queen, 
Tiffany. . Queen,s :arandpn Queen, Robert Chase 
Queen and-R9betf Wayne; and two gre~t~grand-
chilw~n. -Alex~s. i:lnd. Trayis. . . 
. H¢ w~ .p~eceded, in death by his parents; four 

bro:Qiers, G;W. Queen, .Verlin Queen, Samuel 
Queen, and Ray Queen; and a sister, Fae-Queen. 

He was employed by Steel Castings for 32 years 
befo:r:e retiring in 1987. He was currently working 
at Midwest Carbide and at the Daily Gate City. 

Mr. Queen served as a Seaman 2nd Class in the 
United States Na:vy during World War !land.was 
stationed in Guam· and the South Pacific.' · 

He:enjoyed the outddors, (IShmg, and;aat taees. 
His main hobby was his· family who he· was great
ly cfedirated to, especially his grandchildren. 

Mr. · Queen attended the First Christian 
Church. . ()/•()f"-19419 . 

Funeral services are at 10:30 a.ni. Thursday at 
DeJong's Funeral Home with the Rev. Bill 
Mi:tcheil officiating. 

Bu.ti~ with .full military rites will be in Oak-
land: Cemetery. . . . . . · · 

VisltationJs after 2 p.m. Wedhesday with•fami
ly meeth1g friends from 6 to 8 p.m. at the funeral 
hom,e. ···. . 

Memorials may be made to .the Junior High 
Spcifu Boosters. 

DGC 
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~ 
Emory S. Quesenberry Jr. 

Jan. 4, 1933 - Feb. 13, 2020 

CARTHAGE, Ill.- Emory S. Quesenberry 
Jr., 87, of Carthage, Ill., formerly of Hamilton, 
Ill., fondly known as "Quezy," passed away 
Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, at 11:45 p.m., at The 

Elms Care Center in Macomb, 
Ill. 

Emory was born Jan. 4, 1933, 
in Plymouth, Ill., the son of 
Emory S. and Eva V. (Allen) 
Quesenberry. 

He served in the U.S. Army 
as a corporal during the Korean 
Conflict. 

On Sept. 2, 1950, he was 
united in marriage with Patricia 

A. Downey. She preceded him in death on Dec. 
12, 2004. 

He was a heavy equipment operator with 
Local 649 in Peoria, Ill., retiring in 1996. Emory 
was a member of the Assembly of God Church 
and Masonic Lodge 465. 

Emory is survived by two daughters, Vicki 
.. (Richard) Hendrickson of Carthage, and 
Brenda Gibson of Macomb; four grandchildren, 
Nicole (Chris) Gellatly, Shannon L. (Drew) 
Brown, Chelsea L. (Michael) Roehrenbeck and 
Johnathan (Nicole) L. Hendrickson; one gr•t
grandson, Archer Brown; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his 
wife, Patricia; a brother, Robert Chester "Bud" 
Quesenberry; and a sister, Ruby Chockley. 

Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 20, at Printy Funeral Home in Carthage. 
Burial will be at 2:30 p.m. at Keokuk National 
Cemetery in Keokuk, with military honors 
provided by the Hancock County Honor Guard 
and U.S:Army Honor Guard. 

Visitation will be from 3-7 p.m. Wednesday at 
Printy Funeral Home in Carthage, with family 
meeting friends from 5-7 p.m. A Masonic service 
will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday, at the funeral 

· home, following visitation. 
Memorials may be directed to the McDonough 

District Hospice or the Hancock County Honor 
Guard. 

Printy Fu.µeral Home of Carthage is in charge 
of arrangements. 

.. 
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Marvin D. Quesenberry 
March 18, 1931 - Feb. 14, 200 I 

CARTHAGE, m. - Marvin D. Quesenberry, 69, 
of Carthage, m., <lied at 1:50 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, 2001, in Memorial Hospital, Springfield, 
m. 

He was born on March 18, 1931, in Stronghurst, 
m., the son of Draper and Nancy Ferris Quesen
berry. He married Norma Brown on Feb. 4, 1962, 
in Pontoosuc, ill. She survives. 

Additional survivors include: three sons, 
Duane, Calvin and Larry and his wife, Glenna, 
all of Carthage; a daughter, Sharon Page and her 
husband, Lyle, of Montrose; .four sisters, Ruby 
Crabill and her husband, Jack, of Carthage, Mae 
Scott and her husband, Jack, of Yuba City, Calif., 
Marge Wilde and her husband, Jim, of Sun City, 
Ariz., and Mary Greene of Castlebury, Fla.; two 
brothers, Clinton and his wife, Martha, of Dallas 
City, m., and Harry of Virginia; a.granddaughter, 
Amanda Page; two grandsons, Travis Page and 
Ryan Quesenberry; two stepgranddaughters, 
Cecily and Carley Quesenberry; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and 
three sisters. 

He was a member of Carthage V.F.W. #5117 and 
the Laborers Union, Local 231 of Peoria, m. 

·Mr. Quesenberry was an avid outdoorsman. He 
loved to hunt, farm, garden and most anything 
that dealt with the outdoors. 

Mr. Quesenberry was of the Presbyterian faith. 
Funeral services are at 11 a.m. Monday, Feb. 

19, in Lamporte Funeral Home of Carthage, with 
. the Rev. Randy White officiating. 

Burial with full military rites will be 'in the 
Moss Ridge Cemetery, Carthage. 

Visitation is after 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 18, with 
family meeting friends from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
funeral home. 

Memorials have been established. 

OGC. 
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Gaylen F. Quick 
July 27, 1915-Nov.11, 1989 . 

- Word has been received of the death of Gaylen 
F. Quick, 74, of 502 Home Park Blvd., Waterloo, 
who died Saturday, Nov. 11, in the Ravenwood 
Health care Center. 

He was born July~. 1915, at Basco, m., the son of 
I. Wayne and Jeanette Triboulet Quick. He married 
Mary L. Adams Nov. 21, 1939, in Keokuk. 

He served in the U.S. Anny in World War IT in the 
Medical Corps. He owned and operated the Quick 
Barbershop on Falls Avenue, retiring in 1974. 

Survivors include his wife; sons Thomas of 
Elkader and Sam of Jacksonville Beach, Fla.; 
daughter Mary Joan Quick; five grandchildren; 
brother Sam Quick of Keokuk; and sister Jane 
Havens 'Of Bullard, Texas. 

He was preceded in death by a son. 
Services were held at the Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church·with burial in the Mount Olivet Cemetery. 
Arrangements were held by Oppold Funeral 

Home. Memorials may be made to the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church. 

DGC, //·/6·!989 
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Sam L. Quick 
Nov. 11, 1924 - Sept. 20, 2012 

Sam L. Quick, 87, of Keokuk died at 8:55 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 20, 2012, in Keokuk Area Hospital. 

He was born on Nov. 11, 1924, in Warsaw, Ill., the 
son of Wayne and Jeanette Triboulet Quick. 

Sam married Harriet Odell in July 1947 in Keokuk. 
She preceded him in death in November 1970. 
He later married Marianne "Tickie" McNamara 
Burke in November 1971 in Keokuk. She survives. 

Sam was a lifelong area resident and worked as a 
barber for 37 years, retiring in 1984. 

He was a member of the ~POE Elks Lodge 106 in 
Keokuk and American Legion Post 41. 

Sam was .in the Army and served in the European 
Theatre during World War IL 

In addition to his wife, Tickie, he is survived by 
a son, Steve Quick of Austin, Texas; two daughters, 
Jane Chancellor and her husband, Phil, of Keokuk 
and Jennifer Davenport and her husband, Scott, ofi 
Heath, Texas; two stepdaughters, Kathleen Burke 
and her husband, Mark, of Washington, D.C., and 
Mary Feller and her husband, Gordon, of San Rafael, 
Calif.; six grandchildren, Coral Davenport, Zack 
Chancellor, Sascha Morgan, Tara Megan Korstad, 
Samantha Quick and Christopher Adams; two step
granddaughters, Jessie Feller and Mattie Stern; 
seven great-grandchildren; a sister, Jane Havens, of 
Rockwall, Texas; and a niece and a nephew. 

Besides his first wife, Sam also was pr41Ceded in 
death by his parents; a brother, Gaylen Quick; and 
a nephew. 

There will be no services or visitation. 
A private burial will be in Wythe Cemetery south 

of Warsaw at a later date. 
Memorials may be made to BPOE Elks Lodge 106 

in Keokuk. 
Online tributes and condolences may be entered 

at www .dejongsfuneralhome.com. 

DGC 

Marianne 'Tickie' Quick 
Ju~ 23, 1927 - May l 0, 2014 

Marianne "Tickie" Quick, 86, of Keokuk died 
Saturday, May 10, 2014, at Montrose Health Center in 
Montrose. 

She was born July 23, 1927, in 
Keokuk, the daughter of Daniel 
Joseph and Evelyn Regina Finigan 
McNamara. 

Marianne was married to Samuel 
L. Quick Nov. 'l:l, 1971, in Keokuk. 
He preceded her in death in 2012. 

Tickie was a lifelong resident of 
Keokuk and a member of All Saints 
Catholic Church. She was employed 
at Cahill Jewelers for a time, and 

also was a devoted homemaker. 
Tickie enjoyed picking out the perfect gifts for oth

ers, and they were always beautifully wrapped. She 
was an avid reader, and she watched the news to keep 
up on current events. When her health permitted, she 
also enjoyed walking. 

Marianne is survived by her daughters, Mary (Gor
don) Feller of California and Kathleen (Mark Stem) 
Burke of Washington, D.C.; her grandchildren, Jessie 
(David) Hahn and Madeleine Burke Stem; sister, Jean 
(Phil) Miler of Kewanee, ID.; brother, Danny (Brenda) 
McNamara of Keokuk; sister-in-law, Colby McNama
ra of Michigan; and several nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her husband; her 
parents; brother, Dr. Joseph McNamara; and nephew, 
Danny Grice. 

Memorials may be made to All Saints Catholic 
Church. 

She has been cremated, and a mass of Christian 
burial will be held in early June, with the Rev. Robert 
Lathrop officiating. 

Condolences and tributes may be entered at www. 
dejongsfuneralhome.com. 
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A V8.1'1RA-. 
· - • ·a 'WF .-~- 1:· !1 ;:;q .· ~ . . j"' · .q :,-~_~ •. 

,iJaJDu W. U••~l 11l ...... . 8 · -~;'':'\ 
._ .. _, .. ...,._ 1l /: ·> 

Jumes W. 'Qui~~lt ,jieJ:l , , '-•~ ~~ · 
mornill;i' . a;t ~:to. <tel~ ait ' __ 
sfence~ 724 Ptt,:le~· $Wdit~ ➔ <. ·,_ ' 

/sulted fr<>m the~eets <1f ,. ___ WQ , 
· reeeived at the battle of Sbiil~ , ' : -
on .April 6, 1~62,. ~- -__ ;. 1 · 

The late llr. QuiekseU Wa$ :· :, 
-Phlladelphia, Penn·.:, on F:ebJr a 
1842. He came to · 1&ei:0;knl£; k ,.: 
yea.rs prior to Aprn; lilxl7 w~.ellf , 
listed in ?omi»U}y A, .See&mt-~ , 
of Iowa mfa-n-try vo-hn.r,t.~1'$.~. -_, _ 
the war he fought with gieat: f, _,, 
and <liistinct-ion and recei · ii J 
woundi. lni the :tall .of l86l~ _<,.~~{ 

,a,ceidentally '3/"0tmded ~n•the ~:•. •-~--~i 
a bayonet, th1·ust received \\>illnle, ' ~~ 
sceuding from all upper bunk p:t ~ .. ~ 
ton barTa.eks: in St. Louis. ~n the'l 

· famous charge of the Second lowa a;t l 
~~ort Donelson on February 15, l8•S2., .l 
in v,hich o-ver a third 0f the •·egin1.?nt j 
,:,,:er~ killed a1i<l wotu1d,ed, liJe · W01S 1 
slightly \-voun,de<l in the stoma~. Rifi 
third wound was re,cei,ed at S,~loh.. ;/;. 
Lia II en-teriu,g biP. right s-houldejr, pasJs""; 
!ng ~uder }he sho,ulder b1ade·a*d 11Jdg~ J 
111~- net1:1r the- bacl.: bone. R wais tak~! 
pris,o ner at 8hiloh and eootfi!ll~ in a i 
con fe<le : ate bo:S.pital at Jaeks,0/.Q., Misf .. , 
\\ hri·p surgeons pro-hed i·epe.a.~ttilly f~r ; 
1 ht• _ball but foiled to ·sec.ale i,t t _\f+~J;;' 
Ji e w a.s p-a.ro I ed he re-eJJ,t,e+~ tJi~ 
t · n i<m lines -tlt Oorl11)1;tb ,,cuid \tit& 4iig,.. '. 
eharg t•t.l o.u ac--00-0Jat of. bis.·. ·1Y.-• i"0 · - d. m, 
.January , 1&64, he :r-~ _ :a a: 
\ tc•,ru n rec r\lit in. Co.n1pan) · .; 
r 1•g-i m t"n t o-f lo"v::i, c,UN-al:ry v-o 
:1 11tj !!l"f\'l•t l uutH Uie elose 01f 

lit• ks su 1·•fh·td ·tv' hb fntb~ , , tal 
1.1?w l.~'.'. in._.g irl P.·bU u · .ll,in. ,,,_)-ll\J!~iff.i . nj·. 
h1 i- \\1ft>, &Otli; AJ - , am) · . : : 
l ~ r •• Hw Nie, \\l'hO U)'\V J' _· in,r \ 
r h,•· famHy ho~. i» K~kuk. l 

, I i , ) 
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. William E. Quickscll 
July 111 1922 - Feb. I 3, 2007 

FOUT MA1>180N · · Wlllhun I•: . qutclrnull, 11'1, or 
Furl t,..t c1tlbo11 lll1•d ,11 :um II ti1. 'l'lll•!,clny, Foh. 1:1, 
!!Oll7, Ill h h ho1111i, 

llo ww1 \1(11·11 u11 ,I ulv 
2~. 111~~. ln N,;whuniti, 
N. Y,, tho non of 1-:lllr; 
Uoolh 111ul . l•'lunmru 
1~rnnc1!1 1 lolmrii 
Qulck:.ell . 

Hl? . Jui1w1I thl! 
Nnt lonnt Guat,I In IH·IU 

· nnd wns rnlh!d III ncl l\'c! 
duly 111 lhu rc~ulnr 
Arm)'. WhllC! 11Hhtlnc In 
the I::uro11cm1 Theatre 
with the B'!nd Airborne, L.....o-• 
101st Dlvlston, he im•m!• 
cd NormonrJr ns n pnrn• 
trooper:, l ... 1rcr, during 
the war, he wus wound• 
etl in nctlon anti award
ed U1a Purple Hean. He 
wns released from ' 
active duty ln 19-15 and 
con I lnued to servt: In 

·· the Nutlon·nl Guard for 
man~· ycnrs. 

At the age or 29, he 
received a valor nwanl 
for crawling out on Ute 
ice on Muchattocs Lake in New York nnd savins 
the lives ortwo boys who hnd fallen U1rough the ice. 

He moved his ramlly 10 thls arcn In 1!171. He 
wris a member of Dlsablcd American Vclernns. 
VFW Post 1805. Amerlc1ut Legion nn<l the NRA. 
He retired rrom DuPon1 as n supen;isor aner 38 
years of service. 

Ht> mnrrled June l\lnthcws Yeoman on Feb. l·I. 
19-16, in Newburgh. She survives. 
· Additional survivors lnclude: two sons. William 
EUi.s Quickscll Jr. nnd his wife. Wendy, of 
Quai-tzhill. Cnlil:. ,md Timothy Eugene Quickscll 
and his nonce, Christine, or i',Jerrilt Island, Flo.: 
three dnushtcrs, June ~1nry RobinSon nml her 
husband, Joo, of PhO<?nix. Ariz .• Barb Ann Soto 
nnd her husband. Hector. of Tombstone, Ariz .. ancl 
Theresa .urem.. ~lurie l{raus of Keokuk: lhree 
brothers. Thomns Frances and Clifford Douglas 
Quicksell, nnd Leighton "Ilulch.. Carfora: 13 
grandchildren: M grent-grnmkhildren: and mum• 
nieces nnd nephews. . 

He wn.s proceded ln death by his parents: fiye 
brothers. D,wicl Charficld. Charle;. Nonnan. 
Edward John, Robert Don.-ud and Patrick James 
Quicks~ thrci? slsters, Dorothy Francis Mnl1cr, 
Mary Elimbeth QuickseU and Elizabetl1 Catherine 
Quick.<.ell:'rmcl a son-in-law, Daniel Kraus. 

A mass or Christ Inn burial sen·lce will bent 10 · 
n.m. Friday in All Saints Catholic Church. 
Keokuk. with the Rev. Paul Connollr officiating. 

Burial will be in Keokuk National Cemetery, 
with full military honors. 

--···········--· 

Visiiation is after 3 p.m. Thu'rsday at Grenves 
Mortuary, Keokuk. will1 family meeting friends 
from 6 to 8 p.m. There will be n Christian vigil 
~en·ice nt i p.n1. 

Mcmorinls mny be made to the American Lw1g 
Assoclntion. SouU1enstern Community College 
Resplratory Cnre program or Lee County Hospice. 

Gre.wcs Mortuary is in charse ofnrm.ngemcnts. 

• 
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God saw he was getting tired 
And a cure was not to be, 

So He put His arms around him 
And whispered, "Come with Me." 

With tearful eyes we watched him suffer 
And saw him fade away, 

Although we loved him dearly 
We could not make him stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating 
Hard working hands to rest, 

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best. 

• 

IN LOVING MEMORY: 

William E. Quick~ell 
July 22, 1922 - February 13, 2007 

-FUNERAL SERVICES~ 
Friday, February 16, 2007 at 10:00' A.M. 
All Saints Catholic Church Keokuk, IA 

-ORGANIST
Kevin Kull 

- OFFICIATING -
Rev. Paul Connolly & Rev. Mr. William Cosgrove 

-BURIAL
Keokuk National Cemetery with 

full Military Honors 
- CASKETBEARERS -

Fred Gida Tim Kraus Dan Kraus 
Adan:i Kraus David Kraus 

- MEMORIALS -
American Lung Association, Southeastern Comm. College[ 

Respiratory Program or Lee County Hospice 



John H. Quilhot 
Dec. l 0, 1926 - May 26, 2014 

CARTHAGE, ill. - John Henry Quilhot, 87, of Car-
thage, ill., formerly of Markham, ill., passed away at 
5:12 p.m. Monday, May 26, 2014, at Memorial Hospital · 

in Carthage. 
John was born Dec. 10, 1926, in . 

Royal Center, Ind., the son of Ralph 
"Homer" and Mary Quilhot. 

He graduated from Plainfield 
High School. He served in the U.S. 
Navy during World War II. 

On June 28, 1947, he was united in 
marriage to Jean Louise Williams 
in Chicago. She preceded him in 
death in 2011. 

John had been a boilermaker and pipefitter with 
Pipefitters Local 597. His work ethic was vitally im
portant to him. He and Jean lived in Markham from 
1957 until 200!;}, when they moved to Carthage to be 
near their daughter. John quickly appreciated small 
town living and the relationships he developed. He 
was a loyal fan of the Chicago Cubs and the Chicago 
Bears and an avid fan of all types of car racing. He 
was a mechanic member of the United States Auto 
Club and traveled all over the country as a member 
of pit crews. John was once a member of a pit crew in 
the Indianapolis 500. 

John is survived by a son, Barry (Sue) Quilhot of 
Chicago; a daughter, Maureen (David) Crawford of 
Carthage; three grandchildren, Gabrielle (Chad Hahn) 
Rysula of Grants Pass, Ore., Jonathan Shumaker of 
Wood River, ill., and Sarah (Dave Degarmo) Self of 
Quincy, ID.; and two great-grandchildren, Dade Self 
and Sadie Hahn. · 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his 
brother, Ralph; and his wife, Jean. 

Private family services will be held at a later date. 
Memorials may be directed td Hancock County 

Health Department or Food for Thoughts. 
Printy Funeral Home in Carthage is in charge of 

arrangements. 
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Colonel Dale M. Quimby, DDS 
Jan. 21, 1923 - Feb. 8, 2002 

WARSAW, ill. - Colonel Dale M. Quimby, DDS, 
79, a longtime resident of Warsaw, Ill., died at 
8:02 p.m. Friday, _Feb. 8, 2002, at the Pittsfield 
Manor in Pittsfield, ill. 

He was born on Jan. 21, 1923, in Ripley, Okla., 
the son of Frank Eugene and Myrtie Teresa 
Chambers Quimby. He married Elizabeth 
'Libby' Furst on Feb. 6, 1945, at State College, 
Penn. She preceded him in death on May 16, 
1996. 

Survivors include: two daughters, Nancy 
Koltzenburg of Hamilton, Ill., and Linda (Allan) 
Nason of Mendon, Ill.; a son, Dale C. Quimby of 
Warsaw, Ill.; a sister, Mary Q. Martin of Blue 
Springs, Mo.; a brother, Donald Quimby of Boz
man, Mont.; eight grandchildren, Teresa 
Koltzenburg of Chicago, Christopher Koltzen
burg of Colchester, Ill., Clifford Koltzenburg of 
Carthage, Ill., Jeff Quimby of Goldsboro, N.C., 
Mark Quimby and Clayton Quimby, both of War
saw and Tiffany Nason and Nicole Nason, both 
of Mendon; a stepgran(lchild, Eric Nason of 
Hamilton; four great-grandchildren; and three 
stepgreat-grandchildren. 

He was also preceded in death by his parents 
and two brothers, Eugene Quimby and Clayton 
Quimby. 

He attended high school in Oklahoma. He 
attended Oklahoma State University until 1943, 
when he was called for the service during World 
War II. He served in Abilene, Texas and later, 
while in the service, attended Washington Jef
ferson College in Washington, Penn. 

Mr. Quimby served in the United States Army 
Medical Corp in World War II. 

He attended Northwestern University, School 
of Dentistry, Chicago, graduating in 1949. 

He started his practice of dentistry in Stillwa
ter, Okla., in June 1949. 

He was called to serve in the Korean War in 
1951. Mr. Quimby served as a dentist and officer 
in the Korean War. 

After discharge from active duty, he served in 
the Army Reserves. He was discharged from the 
reserves in 1983. 

After · practicing dentistry in Stillwater for 
many years, he and his family moved to Warsaw 
in 1964. Mr. Quimby practiced dentistry in War
saw for many years. 

He was a member of the A.D.A. and the Illinois 
State Dental Society. 

Locally, he was a member ofT.L. Gilmer Soci
ety and had served as president for one term. 

Mr. Quimby enjoyed golf and sailing. 
He retired from dentistry in 1987. He and his 

wife moved to Florida following his retirement. 
Graveside services with full military rites by 

Warsaw V.F.W Post and the Ralph Parker Amer
ican Legion Post, will be at 2 p.m. Wednesday at 
Oakland Cemetery, in Warsaw, with the Rev. 
William Olmsted officiating . 

.. 

Visitation is after 2 p.m. Tuesday at Lamporte 
Funeral Home in Warsaw, Ill., with family meet
ing friends from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Memorials may be made to the Hancock Coun
ty Volunteers for Diabetes. 

Helen Elizabeth Quimby · 
March 25, 1923-May 16, 1996 

WARSAW, Ill. - Helen Elizabeth "Libby" 
Quimby, 73, of Sun City Center, Fla., and former
ly of Warsaw, Ill., died at 3:35 a.m. Thursday, May 
16, at her home in Sun City Center. 

She was born March 25, 1923, in Bellefonte, Pa., 
to Carl and Bertha Henderson Furst. She married 
Dale M. Quimby on Feb. 6, 1945, in State' College,' 
Pa. He survives in Sun City Center. 

Other survivors include: two daughters, Nancy 
Koltzenburg of Quincy, Ill., and Mrs. Allan 
(Linda) Nason of Nauvoo, Ill.; one son, Dale C. 
Quimby, D.D.S., of Warsaw; and eight grandchil
dren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and 
a sister in infancy. 

She was a graduate of the State College High 
School Class of 1941. She graduated in the t'op 10 
of her class from Penn. State University in 1945, 
with a bachelor of arts degree in physical educa
tion and a minor in English. 

She was a member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma 
Sorority and a cheerleader for Penn State Uni
versity. She first started teaching at State College 
High School in State College, Pa., and then for · 
several years at Elmhurst High School, 
Elmhurst. Ill. She also tauizht at Carthage High 
School, Carthage, Ill., and finally at Hamilton 
High S~ool, Hamilton, Ill., retiring in 1982. 

While teaching at Hamilton High School, she . 
was a sponsor for the Girl's Athletic Association 
and high school cheerleaders. She coached girls' 
volleyball and basketball teams. 

She was a member of the Illinois State Teach
ers' Association. She also was a member of 
B.P.W. in Warsaw. She enjoyed macrame. 

She was a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Sun City Center, Fla., since 1985, and 
was formerly a member of the First United Pres
byterian Church of Warsaw. She also was a mem
ber of the First United. Presbyterian Church 
Women's Association. 

Services were held today at the Lamporte 
Funeral Home of Warsaw, with the Rev. William 
Olmsted officiating. 

Burial was in Oakland Cemetery in Warsaw. 
Memorials may be made to the Warsaw Track 

Fund. 

DGC 



Frank Quirin 
dies today;· 
funeral Sat. 4 

1 
r-·ranc:la W. (Frllnk) Quinn, \ 

721 1020½1 Mnln alrcot, dlcd l 
11l G:00 lhla mornlng al St. 
Jo1101,h hq1pllal whoro ha bad 

· bean A patlont alnco Nov. 20, 
Tha son or Cornol1u1 and 

Drldgct McGlnlcy Quinn, be 
w111 born on August 22, 1803, 
tn ScdnUa, Mo. Ile hnd llved 

1tn Keokuk for U10 put 36! 
years. I 

1 · I lo wiis 11 veteran or World 
.War I, serylng wltb tho U. S,J 
Army and had been employed 
as a shoe salesman Cor many· 
years - 25 years with the 
United Shoe Corp. prior to lilil1 
retirement in 1954. ·. . · I 

On· Juno" 28, 1927 be_ was 
married to Helen L. Stahl in·, 
SL Mary's Catholic church In 
Keokuk. He was ·a member of' 
SL Peter's . Catholic ·church, 
.the. Kiµghts t;if_ .Colum~~ f!i j 
, Sedalia, - the .. . 1.t~_~kuk__ ~ 
lodge, the. St. ~· Peter's Holy j 
Name Soc:lely, the Pe~ Coun.\ 
ty Legion P~&t of Sedalia, and 
the U. C. T. · · . \ 

Surviving nrc his wilt!, a 
sister Mia Mary Quinn of Se-1

1 
dalla 'and several nieces ·.~d 

I • • ' I nephews. · _ -~ .., 
· He was preceded ln de\~, 

by bls parents, slX b~~. 
and one sister. .-r. 

The body ls al the Greavea' 
Mortuary where · tl;le .R~ry 
will be recited at 7:30 Friday 
evening. Funeral semce _ ~ 
be at 9:00 Saturday ~o~~g 
at St. P,eter's cb~h with 
burial In the 'catholl~ cem• 
tery. : 

t Francis· W. Quinn _ 
: rites held t~~ay . , .. I 

Funeral service for Francis . 
W_ Quinn was held at ~ a. m. ' 
today in · SL Peter's church! 
with the Rev. Martin J. Dia-I 
mond olfidallng. - I 

'lbe pallbearers were Thom-
as Ewen, T. A. Tallarico, JQ:: i 
sepb ·R03.01 F. J. Stadler. Nelli 
McMan~ ~d James Young-; 
gre.n. . I 

Military service . ·was held 
at the grave 1n the Catbollc1 
cemetery with Orville Fletcll• 
er a& .commander. Ray Blan 
and J. L Peterson were colo_r 
bearers and ·.Tom Squires and 

1 William D. Price guards. Tom
: my Atkin5 and Kent Peters 
. were buglers. \ 
. The firing squad was · bead_
ed by ;Jae~ Kraus as sergeant 
'and included Ed Morrisey, 
· Dale Hyatt, Ed R~ln~ 
; George Rossi and RqlpliJlam. 
iner. · 

D?t /J.·/l· l?b5 
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Wilbur Lee Quinn Sr. 
Dec. 3, 1948 - May 14, 2007 

MONTROSE - Wilbur Lee Quinn Sr., 58 o 
Montrose died at 2:10 a.m. Monday, May 14, 2007, 
at his home. 

He was born on Dec. 3, 
1948, in Centerville, the 
son of Wilbur and 
Dessie Mae 
Mccutcheon Quinn. 

He was a lifelong area 
resident. He had 
worked in the automo
tive industry in the area 
most of his life. He 
enjoyed working on 
cars and bikes, as well 

. as hunting, fishing and 
riding his Harley. 

He married Debra Sue 
Abston on Sept. 7, 1975, in Keokuk. She survives. 

He was a member of The Church of New 
Beginnings. 

He joined the Army in January 1967. He was 
stationed in Germany and served a tour in 
Vietnam. He was honorably discharged from 
active duty in 1973. He later joined the National 
Guard in 1981 and was a member of the 224th 
Engineer Battalion in Keokuk and was again 
honorably discharged in 1987. In 1989, he rejoined 
the Army Reserves and was still an active duty 
reservist at the rank of staff sergeant and se~d 
in Iraq from 2003-4. 

Additional survivors include: two sons, Wilbur 
Lee "Willy" Quinn Jr. and his wife, Stacy Jo, ofi 
Keokuk and Kevin Randolph "Randy" Quinn and 
his fiancE, Mary Skinner, of Keokuk; one grand
son, John Dale Quinn; a sister, Carol Jean 
Green of Hamilton, Ill.; mother-in-law, two broth
ers-in-law; a sister-in-law; and several aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. 
· He was preceded in death by his father, father
in-law, a ,brother and both sets of grandparents. 

Services will be at 10 a.m. Thursday in Greaves 
Mortuary, Keokuk, with the Rev. Floyd Payne 
officiating. 

Burial will be in Keokuk National Cemetery, 
with full military honors. 

Visitation is after 3 p.m. Wednesday at the funeral 
home, with family meeting friends from 6 to 8 p.m. 

A memorial is being established. 

DGC. 5·/S·A.O01 
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SP. 4 WILBUR LEE QUINN, son of Mrs. 
Dessie Quinn of 1223 Fulton is stationed 
at Fort Knox, Ky. His address is RA 
16922860, Co. C 2nd Bat. School 8.0. 
USA Arms Class 15, Fort Knox, K • 

OGC 
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Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Le.e Quinn 

:})ebra Sue Ab3loti 
Wfbur efee l~id~ of 

become!, 
. ''$' 

Quinn 
The bride's attendants included 

Miss Tracie Jones , maid of 
honor, and her sister, Miss 
Vickie . Abston, who served as 
bridesmaid. 

. Miss n ·ebra Sue Abston, 
daug'hter of Mr. · and Mrs. 
Willia~ Ab~ton and Wilbur Lee 
Quirin, son of Mrs. Dessie Quinn 
and Wiibuf .Quinn, were married 
Sept. 7 in · the New Testament 
Christia n, Church .at Keokuk. All Julie Payne was . the flower 

• are from Keokuk. . girl. Danny Abston carried the 
The · 2 p .m . double ring rings. 

ceremony was read by the Rev. . Larry Quinn served as best 
William Hauser in a candlelight man. Ronald Hoffstatter was the 
setting. Mrs. _'Terry Lovell was groomsman. 
pianist and Mr~. Robert Payne John Bird and Billy Joe Abston, 
was solois_ts . · •· Jr., seated the guests. 

The brid e was given in Immediately following the 
marria~e by her father; For her ceremony, a reception was held 
wedding; she wore a gown of at the church with' a second 
sheer Qrgariza and .rose-point lace reception held at the home of the 

' fashioned with a ' long chapel bride's parents. 
train; high-neck, :;ind long, full Assisting .at the receptions 
sleeves. Her mantilla veil was were . Mrs. Tom Jones, Mrs. · 
eaged in matching lace and fell to Frueh, Miss Frueh .and Mrs_. 
cha~el l_e'}gth; §~e. carried , a_ Blahesslee :. 
bridal tlouq11et of red. roses, pink ·. The·co.uple ljve atll:13 Mongan .. • 
<;a,nptions with bJtQY'f • breath, Mr .. Quinn. is,fmployed at Har• 

\~, ·.,gr.eehe!l .Jtt~i~i;ff<'".,~{l.6'ib'<il .. \~:.,.,~. · '.~. 't~dimeo. ~ · ,:.: ... ,. .l?~*ID.i .. • 
ending in ldng ;u:e"hlrl¥Jit~·•t. O _!(~okut.: ~ h:., .'- ' _· ·. ,,r.,, =''!" 

DGC. 



. Quinns to renew 
wedding vows 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Lee Quinn Sr., of 909 
Franklin St., Keokuk, will celebrate their 25th 
wedding anniversary on Thursday, Sept. 7, by 
renewing their wedding vows at 6 p.m. at the 
New Beginnings Church, 2244 McKinley Ave., 
Keokuk, with Pastor Floyd (Bob) Payne officiat
ing. 

Lee Quinn and Debra Abston were married on 
Sept. 7, 1975, at the New Testament Christian 
Church, Keokuk, with Brother Iijll Hauser offici
ating. Attendants were Vickie Abston, Tracie 
Jones, Larry Quinn and Ron Hoffstatter. Dan 
Abston served as ringbearer and Julie Payne 
served as flowergirl. 

Mrs. Quinn is the daughter of Bill and Mable 
Abston of Keokuk. 

Mr. Quinn is the son of the late Wilbur (Steve) 
Quinn. 

FftRE,IELt Te fu 
TRobP5 11f 8arLiNGtOIJ 
s~c 3 •11-a()t)1 

LL +o R) 
Bi LL \ f11RoLe Al,sffJN, 
Lee,, VicKie Abs+~N 

The couple has two children: Wilbur (Willy) 
Quinn Jr. and Kevin (Randy) Quinn, both of 
Keokuk. The couple also has a grandson, John 
Dale (J.D.) Quinn. 

The couple are both employed by Wal-Mart of 
Keokuk. 

All family and friends are invited to attend. 

_ ,.....,,,, ---- - ~....,.,,..,,. ... 
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Benefit to help .fund veteran's trip to Vietnam Memorial 
Army is meeting with Montrose 
man to see how it can help 
veteran who served in Iraq 

BY DIANE VANCE 
GATE CITY STAFF WRITER 

He's proud and patriotic. He's sad, 
scared, mad and bitter. Staff Sgt. 
Wilbur "Lee" Quinn, 58, of Montrose is 
looking death in the face and he's not 
ready to go. 

Since the 1960s, Quinn has been 
ready to go when his country called. 
He served in Vietnam as -a young man. 
In 2003, at the beginning of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, he went into Baghdad 
with his unit at age 54. He volunteered 
for the first Gulf War, Desert Storm, in 
1991 but wasn't asked to go. 

Now with squamous cell cancer, 
Quinn has one last place he wants to 
go . He wants to visit the. Vietnam 

Veteran's Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. 
before he dies. 

His wife, Debbie, his 
youngest son, Randy, 
a grandson, Johndale, 
and other family mem
bers are planning a 
car trip in mid-April 
to Washington, D.C. to Quinn 
allow Quinn to view 
the "wall." 

With a week's notice, his sister-in
law Vicky Abston is putting together a 
fund-raising benefit to help the family 
pay for the trip. 

After six surgeries since August 
when he underwent circumcision for 
skin cancer, Quinn returned home 
Friday, only able to walk a little. He's 
received treatment at the Veteran's 
Administration Hospital in Iowa City 
and has completed two weeks of radia-

OGC :J ·JY-J.001 
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Benefit details 
A benefit for Wilbur "Lee" Quinn is 

from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday at Keokuk's 
V. F. W., Sixth and Johnson streets. 

There will be food, including BBQ 
pork, sloppy joes, hot dogs, walking 
tacos, chips, and drinks for sale. 
There will be a band, an auction and 
a raffle of a whole hog and a stereo 
system. 

tion. He faces chemotherapy when he 
returns from D.C. 

"When I was first diagnosed about a 
year ago, I was given one, or two to five 
years to live," he said. "After the last 
biopsy (of his lungs) I Mve three to five 
months." · 

Skin cancer has a high cure rate if it is 
treated early, but neglect can allow the 
cancer to spread, · causing disability or 

death. Squamous cell cancer is malignant, 
involving cancerous changes to the cells 
of the middle portion of the epidermal 
skin layer. It is more aggressive than 
basal cell cancer. It is more likely than 
basal cell cancer to spread (metastasize) to 
other locations, including internal organs. 

Quinn's diagnosis from 2003 to 2006 was 
that he had a fungus. 

"I joined the army in January, 1967," 
said Quinn.' "I was out of high school and 
can't really say what motivated me to 
join." 

He attended basic training at Fort Bliss, 
Texas then trained at Fort Leonardwood, 
Mo., to work on heavy equipment. 

After serving a year in Germany and 
receiving more training at Fort Knox, Ky., 
Quinn was ready for a change. 

"I requested Vietnam," he said. "I was 
tired of serving in the states. There was 
too much emphasis on spit and polish. I 

See BENEFIT, Page 22 

DIANE YANCE / GATE CITY 
Military service runs in Staff Sgt. Wilbur "Lee" 
Quinn's family. The large, center photo on this 
wall in his Montrose home is of Quinn as a 
young soldier, ready to ship off to Vietnam in 
1969. The top row of soldiers include his broth
er-in-law and the his two sons, the Marine and 
Army soldier at far right. 



Quinn sees 
action in Iraq 

QUINN, From Page I 

was a Specialist 4 and sent to 
Cam Ranh Bay in the early part 
of 1969 to serve with an artillery 
unit. We were known as 
'Defenders of the DMZ.' 

In October 1969, the artillery 
unit was deactivated. In those 
days, a unit was based overseas 
and soldiers rotated in and out 
individua_lly. Since Quinn's 

. year was nine months over, t~e 
Army sent him home because 1t 
would have taken too much 
paperwork to assign him to 
another unit. 

Quinn was honorably dis
charged in 1973. He returned to 
Montrose and married Debbie, 
of Keokuk in 1975. 

Quinn joined the 224th in 
Keokuk in 1982. After seven 

years, he left the National 
Guard and in January 1989 
·oined. c Company of the 389th 
reserves in Middletown. 

"I'm still an 'active' member," 
he said. "I last drilled in 
November 2006 for my once-a
month drill. During our sum
mer drills we went to Germany 
one year and El Salvador one 
year. . 

"In February 2003 our umt 
was notified we would deploy_to 
Iraq . . We ,had a two-week tram
ing camp at Middletown. The 
first of March we were put 
under federal orders and sent to 
Fort Leonardwood. We were 
packed into a gym, like sar

. dines, about 1,000 of us. We had 
further training.'' 

It was while in Fort 
Leonard wood that Quinn. first 
went to the doctor with a severe 
skin irritation. 

"I showed him my problem," 
he said. "He didn't even get up 
from his desk, just looked at me 
and said it's a fungus. I was 

given antibiotics and told to use 
athletes' foot powder. Right 
then I think that doctor signed 
my death warrant.'' 

Quinn's unit first arrived in 
Saudi Arabia. In May 2003, it 
convoyed trucks into Iraq. 

"We convoyed up to Baghdad, 
right through the middle of 
Iraq," he said. "Our advance 
party went out and bulldozed 
some dirt, spread gravel and we 
laid out the camouflage and 
slept in platoon size tents for a 
month and a half. I've seen sum
mer temperatures hit 160 
degrees. We got air conditioning 
in November. I was happy about 
that.'' 

Quinn's skin irritation was 
getting worse and he saw the 
battalion doctor in Iraq a few 
times. 

"He actually looked at it but 
said the same thing, it's a fun
gus," said Quinn. "There ~as no 
way they were going to ship me 
out of there to get tested.'' 

In May 2004, the 389th came 

back through Fort 
Leonard~od for outprocessing. 

"They were supposed to run 
us through an extreme physi
cal," he said. "All that happened 
is we signed papers." 

Quinn saw a doctor once more 
at Fort Leonardwood but 
according to Quinn, the diagno-
sis didn't change. · 

"I figured it was a fungus," he 
said. "I went to a family practi
tioner in March 2006 who said 
it's cancer. It needs to be taken 
care of right away. I balled · 
when I heard 'cancer.' 

"I was sent to a specialist and 
we're back to the fungus diagno
sis. I was prescribed ointment. 
It got worse immediately. _The 
specialist called me back m a 
few months for a follow-up. 
Finally, he said can~er and 
began setting up appomtments 
for me at the hospital. But I told 
him I have no insurance, and I'll 
need to go to the VA.'' 

Quinn had his first surgery, 
including a circumcision, Aug. 

29, 2006. He attended monthly 
drills through November and 
underwent two more surgeries 
Dec. 13; a fourth on Jan. 24; a 
fifth on Feb. 28 and a sixth on 
March 5. 

"Now they want to do another 
surgery, but I want to go to t~e 
Vietnam Wall," he said. 
"They've removed the lymph 
nodes on my left side and scoped 
my stomach. The last time, the!' 
had to biopsy my lung and 1t 
hurts to breathe. 

"I've always wanted to see the 
Vietnam Wall. After my unit in 
Vietnam was deactivated, the 
rest of the guys who had to stay 
longer were transferred to a 
transportation outfit. I heard 
they lost 25 to 30 percent shortly 
after that. Six months later, 
they about got wiped out. I'll 
probably recognize some 
names." 

He has been able to come 
home between surgeries at the 
Veteran's Hospital and has the 
use of a friend's motorized 
chair. 

"The VA has treated me very 
well, " he said. "I haven't heard 
a thing from my company com
mander or anyone. 

"When I came home from 
Vietnam, I had human urine 
and feces thrown at me as I 
walked down Main Street in 
Keokuk," he said. "I was called 
'baby killer.' But being ignored 
by the Army now is a worse slap 
in the face. I would go again if 
could. Now, I feel swept under 
the carpet. The Army will use 
you when they need you but 
drag their feet from doomsday 
to Hell when you need them.'' 

Second Lt. Norma Cabanas, C 
Co., 389th unit administrator, 
said this morning she is catch
ing up with unit business after 
being absent for six months. 

"Quinn is a priority," she 
said. "I have a meeting with him 
today. I'm going to his home to, 
help get paperwork taken care 
of and see what he needs.'' 

.. 

- --



Wilbur Qu·nn 
Wilt>ur•·•steven Quinn,~. of Carthag ·, .dJed at 

12:50 a.n1. · Friday Jun 30. in the Vet n 
H ital, Iowa City. wh r h had been a paU 
for e past 5 · weeks. . · _ : 

He was born Feb. 14, 1921 in Uttleton Ill. - the 
9f John and ·ar~h. .IV -tQn ajm1 He marri~ 

Beverly Jean ller on - . 2 1970. He had o k
ed t Steel Castings for years and was a 
member of th · Silv r K Club of that company. He 
had rved in U.S. Anny durin th European 
.Th tre. . 

H was of th Prot~w•n 
urvlvors incl wjf, • · daughters . 

a n of K and r. umatm of Carthage .. 
sons . uiM of Keokuk, Glenn NeumaM of 
H~ton, Mi . eum.ann . of G~r,ia ., ~ . 
Ctiristop NetJA18M · C i -e Calif.· t,ro rs 
. J .J_iq • wnh • r· Ma .- . ~ren Q~ .:a 
Beardstown. Ill-:. •1-21 grand !Jldren an fiye reat·· 
grandchildren. 

He wa pre eded ln dea by six sisters, th.ne 
brothe , - son, a steps n and a andson. 

Gravesid services will be h Id at 10 a.m. Thurs-, 
day. in Keokuk atlonal Cemetery with full 
military honors by Keokuk American l..egion Post 
41 and th Keokuk VF~w 3508. 

Memorials may be mad in his memory. 
_1sitation will be after 1 p.m. Wednesday at 

Lamporte Funerat Home in Hamilton and the 
family will m t with friends from 7 ... 9 p.m • 

.. 
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